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"The grand Plea of Lievt. Col. 


Fobn Lilburne, - 
PrerogativePriſoncr inthe Tower of London, againſt = 
the preſent tyrannicall Houſe of Lords, which he deli- 4 
vered before an open Committee of the Houſe of Commons, 
the twenteth day of Ofober, 1647, Where Mr, 1ohn 
ajnardthe Lawyer had the Chaire, 


Unto which is annexed his Propofition of the 2. 04, 1647. to argue his caſe 
in point of Law, withany 40. Lawyers the Lords. ſhall chuſe. 


<L 5, AC /. Cefn O7 
Mr. CHMaynard, CLO Ae ets & Kc ee, ; Berne XA vx « 
Havenndertakena mighty hard and difficult worke, to conteſt with ſo 
many powerful] and great men ofthis Kingdome, conjoyned ina 
Houſe of Peers, (and thereby claiming the exeiciſe of a greater pow= 
er, then any other Court of record in Eng/aad ) for the Lawes and 
liberties thereof, bur when I read over the 29. Chap, of Magna Char- 
ta, and the Petition of right, and other the goyd, andjuſt knowne, and declared Laws 
of this kingaome, made for the Common. good, benefit, profit, protetion,and preſervas 
tion of the liver, liberti:s, and eſtates of all the free Denizons m-—_ and ſeriouſly 7 
confider of them, and compare the preſent houſe of Lords, violent and irregu- 
lar praCtiſes and dealings with me rm ic makes my worke to ſeem very 
facile, pleaſant, and caſte ro me : And therefore for the clearing up of the juſt- 
nefſe of my preſent Conteſt with the preſent houſe of Lords, I ſhall deſire from 
youa lictle liberty to ſpeakea jew words unto two things, before I come tomy, 
maine Plea. 

And inthe firſt placesI intreaxe a little libertie ro;make ſome ſhort repetitions 
of my deſires unto the Committee that examined my buſineflenow about 125 
Monethes agoe, where Mr, Martin had the Chairez who I know cannot but 
remember that at my firſt pleading of my cauſe before bim, and the reſt of that . 
Committee, in the Inner-Court of Ward:;7 mad it my earneſt arſire unto them, 
that they wonl deal» faircliey and irftlier with the Lords then they had dealt with 
me, that fo they might not wſtly complaine of them for ininſtice , as 1 had to inſt 
Cauſe to complain of the Loras themſelves, & ſering that it was not the manner or law 
of :be Heathen, Pagan, Remans to condemn any man before that he Which is accuſed 
bath theaccuſer face to face,c>have liberty to anſwer for himſelf,concerning the crime 
. laid againſt him, AQts 25 .16.and therfore I earneſtly preſſed that the Lor might be 
" ſummoned to ſend their Lawyers or Proftors tothe Committee toplead for them, and 

that they might xot be condemned unheard, but ] Was preſt at preſent to ſpeake 

tomy own bulinctſe; whereupon Idefired them to give me leave to ſpeake ta - 
; | twothings, and the firſt Was to matter of law, and the (econd to matter offat. - 
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= And firſt to matter of Law, I'deſired liberty to ay before thiim wy groundeyreaſon'» 


IJ =) IG (and to read my law proofes) which did fally convince my undere 
I f i4 that the Lord; originally, had no inri/d;tion over ary ( ommoner of E "i= | 
I land What ever, either to try him or paſſe judgement againſt him, ezther for life, limb, a! 
' Gbertyoreftate, But Mr. Martin told me, that for his part he was as fully latis- { © 
fied in the point as my ſelfe, and fo he thought was all 'the whole Commit- 
tec, andthereupon addrefſed himſclfe untothem to ſec wherher they were or 
no. And they all unanimouſly declared their ſatisfattion, without any one then ſeru- k 
pling, and therefore commanded me to goe on to matter of fat, which 1 did and laid | |}, 
down tbjs aſſertion then before they, 


That iu Cafe the Lords bad had jnri/diftion over me (which I then and ſtill dode- 


ny yet | did aver and wonld by particulars make it goed,that there was not the leaſt 
Icgall formallicic in any of 


their Proceedings with me, (and therefore alſo yoid 
>. inlaw) ſummoning me before any charge, impeachment, or indictment was 
| inſt me, which was and 5; expreſly againſt the fundamentall common law of 
the lang, and alſo againſt the 29, chap. of lagna {harta, and the Starmtes of the 5, 
E.,3.9.and2y, £43. 4, and28. £. 3-3. and;7,E.3-18, andg2 E. 3.3. Which 
Statutes are the true expoſitors of the 29, chap. of Magna Charta, and what is 
meant by /cx terrs there mentioned, which is as all choſe Statutes fhew, That 
0 man be put 10 anſwer without preſentment before inftices or matter of record,or by 
de proceſſe or writ original, according texthe old lay of the land, and if any thing 
from henceforth be done to the contrary,it ſhall be vid in law and hold:in for error, all 
 Grevery of which Statutes are confirms by the Petition of rigbt,in th? 3.year of the 
preſent King, and in the att made the I 7, of the King, this preſent Parliamert, for 
the aboliſhing the Star '- bamber, 

I chen further went on, to ſhew multitudes of errors in all their proceedings 
with me, and by ſpecial] order and command of that Committee, the 6. of 
Novemb. 1646. brought ir my ſaid plea in writing under my kand, and the 9. of 

” Novemb. 1646, Delivered it ro the hand; of Col, Hen. Fartin, :ndiince cauſed 
= Rtobe? printed and jntituled an Annotamy of the Loras tyranny, to which pica | 
in point ot fat T defire to referre my ſelfe. | 
- 2,  Andſccondly, Jdefire liberty by way of introduftion to my plea to ſtate the ' 
> - occaſions of my being ſummoned betore the Lords barre in 1@ve 1 646. which 
| were thele, that after my deliverance out of Oxford Caſtle, 1 wasby L. Gen. 
A Cromwell; MEeanes made Major toCol, Eadaw. King, then Governour of Bofton. 
__.&c-underthe Earle of Mancheſter which (aid Edw King proved unf:ichfull 
tokis cruſt, and committed beſides divers tranſendent inormities and mifde- | 
meanors, for which by the rulrs of warre (which both he and | was under) he 
. ought 10 have loſt kis life, of which I according to my duty and ttuſt re 
mae comelained te my General and Lireg, Gen, CromWell , and laboured by 
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(3) Fes 
taint a tryall for his life before a Councell of Warre. Bat as I conceive by reaſon of + 
the great intereſt of Kings to Chaplaines, Mr Lee, and Mr, Garter, with the 
Earles two Chaplaines, Mr. A/> and Mr. Good T,nor the Committee of Lincoln= 
"g" | fire, nor the Magiſtrates of Boſton (who then were perſecurors of him as well 
mb, | as my ſelfe)could get noeffeCtuall juſtice upon him, ſaving the caſheering him 
cls- | of all, or moſt of his greatand profirable commands. Whereupon in 44 > 
nit- } 1644. Mr. Muſſenden, Mr. Wolley, and divers of the Committee of Lincolnſhire, 
* OL | preferred 22, Articles to the houſe of Commons againſt the aforeſaid ('oll. Edward 
YM | King inthe 4.8712. articles of which they expre ſſely accuſe him for betrazing Crow. 
aid | land and Grantham into the hands of the profeſſed and declared enemies of the Par- 
liament, and my felfe in diſcharge of my duty to my Countryzand the Parlia- 
de- | ment being an aQive proſecutor of the ſaid Col. EaWard Xing tu bring him 
alt | toa tryall inthe Houſe of Commons upon the ſaid impeachment, whereup- 
did | on by way of diverſion and revenge to faye his own head upon his ſhoulders, 
Vas | he maliciouſly and defignedly contederares with Dc. Baſtwick, and upon the 
> of | 12, 0f [#ly. 1645. joyntly under both their hands, ſend into the Speaker a moſt 
'5+ | malicious, falſe note by way of accuſation againſt me, about 6000cl, that then 
cl was faid to be {ent to Oxford by the Speaker, whereupon without being called 
£18 | into the Houſe (though then at the doore) cither rojultific or deny ct he charge 
"at | fixed upon m#- { was by yote of the Houſe commicted a prifoner to the Ser- 
6 ) | jcantat Armes, and from thence by Mr, Lawrence Whi:aker, was ſent to New. 
"Z | gate andbeing there, there was an) expreſſe order of the Houſe of Commons . 
alt (for any thing I know to the contrary by Col. King procured) for the arreign- 
he ing of meat Newgate Seſſions, where | was acquitted by proclamation as 
or | ouiltleſſe of any crime, and afterward by the certitying thereof by Mr. Gtx, 
Recorder of London to the Houſe of Commons, I was by vote thereof the 14, 
85 | of 0 ob, 1645+ freely and cleerly diſcharged, 
' But King being conſcious of his own guile, and judging himſelfe not fafe 
*f | nor long lived,unlefſe he crnſbed me t > peeces,an3 the:t. re niolt maliciouſly,and 
ed | unjuſtly upon the 14. of «Apri/, 1646. contrary to the juſt priviledge ot Parlia- 
©4 | mentandthe Common law of England, cauſed me at Weſtminſter as | was 
following my buſincile depending ( and then in agitation) beforethe houſe of . 
ie | Commons (by whom 1 ought therefore in jultice and Jaw to have beenprotef- ,, 
:h | ed, comming, ſtaying, and going, ti]LI had beeen diſpatched by chem) to be? 
N. arreſted by the Byliffe thereof into the Court of Common Pleas, in an aQion 
2. | oftrefpafſe for 2000. I, pretending that Irthe day I was delivercd our of News 
1 gate had ſaid, that he the ſaid Col, Eaward Kirg waza Traytor,avd I would 
2. | prove him one{which according to your Atticles of Warre,or your own Or- 
be | dinances had, and till js caſte to doe, if you willdoeiuttice) whereupon by 
petition to yout Houſe ] prefied hard wie? he upon his impeachment might 


M \ (4) | 
E dily cometo his tryal, or elſe that I ( as injuſtice, law, and cauit ht to beVng!l: 
= 5 be protelied, and the Judges of the (ommon pltas might be -hrn.Qzer's 7 4, b 
ſeaſe ther proceedings, till King upon bis —_—_ ( then depending in theþavi! 
 bouſe of Commons ) night either be con emmed or s#ſtified, but I could get noÞþ ha 
anſiver co my petition, althongh I followed it withall che intereſt, migh: and ſtron 
h I had, wherupon being tn very great ſtraits, was neccſſicated to pen þgair 

my plca my (elfro Ing Reeves & print it,in the penning of which [ was necedi- þ pat 
cated, for my own iultification, to touch a little apou the Earle of Hancheeþill, ! 
fers refufing to doe me and the kingdomeiultice and righr , inan open Coun-|ufi 
cellof War againſt Col, King, and hiving by LG, Cromwell: meanes beene fitio 
deeply with him-engaged againſt the ſaid Extle,in a&iyely proſecuting of that ſyill| 
impeachmene of Treaſon or breach of cruſt, which heexhibited to your houſe will 
abourtws yeares agoe againſt the ſaid Earle of Hanchefter, he the ſaid Earle hnay 
of Mancheft:r being then Speaker of the houſe of Locds,(and fo chief ludge in| A 
his own caſe) cauſed me as ] conceive (though moſl illegally and uniuſtly ) »pon ha 1 
the yo. of June 1646, to be ſummoned np to their barre to anſwer (as by their war- [21 
rant appeares ) ſuch things «1 I ſhould ve there charged with, for Writing that book fe | 
or ples, which it there had been any thing in it ſcandalous, it was only tryable L0'« 
by a Ir; of my Peers or Equalls(which are Commons or men of my own con- þait 
dition) at the (om-m0n Law, the houſe of Lords haying not by law the leaſt Eng 
cognizance or inriſdiion in the world of it, and therefore all their proceedings av 
with me from the beginning to the end are moſtillegall and uninft, and coram non that 
indice,and ſo null and voidin laW, ive 

'- And nowinthe third place, I com? unto tny plea, but by the way I defire to the 
premiſe this unto you, that by your own Declaration of the 15, of December, [En 

" E641, and 1 7, of January, 1641. 494d the 12, of July. 1642 1 find the law of the 10 
' and, and the ordinary cogrſe of inſtice, called by you the common birth-right of all the and 
\ free menor people of England. i. part book Deccl. Pag.7. 38.39. 459. «nd in ime! 
|, Joun Declaration of the 23 .of Otto.1642 p,66q,you aver,that it is the birth.right of (nc 
+. he mrnneſt of the (ommounalty of this K ingdome,to inioy the freedome and libertyz of [but 
; © thelawerof the land,bring(as ther you ſay)equally intituled unto ityvith tne greateſt \nac 
1 Swb5e@7. T he inviolablc prefervation of which in diveg. of your Dec/atations |» 4 
--— youdeclafe, is the maine and principal end of all your nnteriakings, mannaged both [ard 
' by your fnordsand councells, And this is thatfor which you have compelled the [Hi 
' kingdometo ſweare divers oaths to maintaine with the uttermoſt hazzards of -1n0! 
their lives and cltates, and you have a)ſoimprecated(in your Declarations) the jSut 
* - frarce wrath and vengeance of the great God of heaven and earth to fall up- |no! 
-. © on youwhen youdecline thoſe ends. $ 
--. .Andtherefore Mr Hanard confidering all theſe your owr »+4- -=2 [riv 
icriog. your own deepe knowledge and underſpandiog ia ti foi 
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| (5) | 
ze ngland, by the pratize of which you have got a great part of your eftatey 
{coln1 by the deſtrution whereof you arenot worth agroate1n all the world, 
hehaving no ptopriety in that you polleffe, being {udje& every moment of rime 
no have all you have, taken from you without remidie, by him that is 
ad ftronger then you ; and therefore well did Ar. 1ohn P3m lay in hisfpeech 
en þ2ainſt the Earle of Siraford ( recorded in your own booke of Declarations, 
i- þ parc : page 140.) t54t the laW is that which puts a difference betWixt good and en 
eepill, betwixt juſt 419 unjuſt, if you tak; away the law, all things will fall into con« 
1- ſafion, every man will bzcome a law unto himſelf, whichin the dzpraved con- 
ne fition of human nature, mult necds produce many great jnormities, Luſt 
26 (vill become alaw , envy will becomea law, coveteouſneſſe and ambition 
ſe will become a law, and what diQtates, what deciſtons, ſuch lawes will produce, 
le hnay eaſily be diſcern'd- 
in| And ttu'y Sir, neicher the Lords, nor you, can lay it to my charge, that / 
on km leagally conyifted ofthe leaſt crimerhatdoth Jisfranchiſe me, or render 
r= mc inthe leaſt uncapable of injoying the ucmalt benefic and priveledge that 
the Law of Englany will afto-d roa tree>orne Engliſhman; neither can the 
le Lo:ds nor you, juſtly pretend agunſt me, that / have drawne my ſword a- | 
1- painſt, ( or otherwiſe publickly or privatly, engaged with any intereſt in. ' 
& England, for the deſtroying) th? lawes and libertiesthereof, nay,ſo farre 
5 have [beence from any of thoſe rhings, that I doe with confidence avere ir, 
#2 that [have as freely witiz my ſword in my hand ( upon your and their primi- 
ive declared principles) adventured my lite and vlood for the prefervation of 
o the lawes and libzrues of England with as much refolution as any Lord in 
-> England, and though it may unjuſtly be brutzd ab-01d to my diſgrace, by the: 
x [Houſe of Lords, or ſome other of my adverſaries, that I am now falcn from, 
x ſand have torſaken wy firſt principals,and would havencicher law nor goyern- 
» ment, yet /doe with abundance of confidence avere it, that] manor (it I- 
f know my own heart) changed ot falentrom my fhicit principles 1n rhe leaſt, 
pf (but thac the Lords thmſelves ate the true apoltates : and that they are the - 
# |mcn,that in their conſtan; pratiz2sno v of late yeares 3 ſtrongly endravonr 
s (to deſtroy all la» and government : and to tetupin them'elves an abſolute 
þ arbitrary Tyranic, worſe theneicher Srarre Coamber, Cunncell Table, or 
e [High-commiſſion,or all three of them pur all together in one, which | doube 
f-jnoc but in my following plea, co make as apparanc to this Cummittee, as the 
e {Sun that ſhines at noone day, for which end 1 defire this Commitree totake- 
- [notice inthe firſt place, 
That the Lords doe not fit ia their Houſe by any power or authority, de2 - 
7 {rived from the peoples free eleion and choice, ( who cannot injuſtice, rea-- 
ſon, and cquitic, be bound, bur by their own tree conſents, neather in —_ | 
juſtice- 
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CON et: 
tattice, or equity, can any be law-makers to them, that are not thereyn T 
juſtly:mpowred by chem, which the Houſe of Lords are not in the leaſt bh 6; 
are mecrly and altogether the creatures of the King made by his prerogativ| x 
ſome times of the baſeſt and corrupteſt ofthe people, being the mcere iſle ; 
of his will, fitting by his command, who himſelfein reterrence tothe bodi&ge 
andeltiates of the people, is lymitred and bounded by the law. 

.*, Asforinltanceby the29.c.of Magna Charta, the King himſelfe car; 
no: impriſon any man, nor diſpoſſeſſe him of his freehold, liberties or freh,,s 
caſtomes, or outlaw him, exile him or any otherwiſe deſtroy him, bur bſre 
dac proceſle of law, accordingto the law of the Land, neither can he (ell, de, 
'ny, ordeterre, to any man cither juſtice or right. | kg 
2. Andby the Statute of the 2, EdWard, 3. 8. and 14 Edvaard3, 14 andya 
11.R., 2.10 the King is tyed that he ſhal not hinder,diſturbe,nor delay comyh 
mon right and juſtice according to the Law of the Land, by any commandyg 
under the great Scale, or the little Seale,neither by any lerters of his Signet of 
ptivy ſeal, and if he (hall ſend any ſuch commands, the Judges notwithſtanlja1 
ding, ſhall and oughtro goe on toexecute the Law in cyery point, as if anghe 
ſuch command had never been, X ' on 
3. Andby the Petition of right, made inthe 3.d. ofthe preſent Kingpf: 
all choſe lawes, and liberties are notonly confirmed, bur ic is there inaRe$he 
and fully declared: that no man be adjudged or condemned, bur by the lawebwi 

-already cſtabliſhed, anddeclared, and that all the Adminiſtrators ot the lawe(C: 

ofEnglan3, and all other of the Kings' miniſters ſhall ſerve him and th&o 
Kingdome; according to the declared lawes thereof, and not otherwiſe, {x11 
4 And by the afts that aboliſhed Shipmoney, and aboliſhed the Star hamber|th 
and redifizth the Councell Board, all and every the particulars of the (aid 
Pericion of right is not only confirmed, bur it is inatted further, tharncithed]z1 
his Majeſty, nor his privie Councell, have or oughtto have any juriſdictiongtio 
power or other authority, by E'1gliſh Bill, Perition, Articles, hibeils, or an 
other arbirrari2 way whatſoever, to examine of draw into queſtion, deter4an 
mine oc diſpoſe of the Lands, Tencments , herederaments , goods or chat4a © 
rels of any the (ubjeRs of chis Kingdome, bur that the ſame ought to be try4th 
edand determined inthe ordina y Courtrsof juſtice, and by the ordinary! 
courle of the jaw,whicii laſt ciauſe 1s extraordivaty pertinent co my purpoſes H 
that the ordinarte Courts of wſtice, and rhe ordinary Courle of the law, arda1 

to betrycrs of all cauſes an4 differences» berwrxt partie and partie. p: 
And 1n that 2& there is 2 remedie provided for any man that ſhal fllegallyjp!. 

ſuffer impriſonmen:t:or hereatter be committed or relirained of his libertie, byra! 

"ths command or warrant of the King himſelfe, his heiresor ſucceſffors infir 
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(7) 
0G. people; according to the eſtabliſhed Lawes, andto preſerve untothem 
tb zetr liberties and freedomes, 
aAivi Now Sir, if the King the creator of the Lords be thus reſtrained by Law as 
iſtfe js, that he ſhall not doe to the: freemen of England what he pleaſerh, nor 
ddlgxercile an atbitrarie,tyranical], illegall, power over their bodies or eſtates, | 
Ic is impoſſible tor him to give unto the Lords the cxerciſe of an ar bitrarie 
catranicall, illegall power,over their lives liberties, or eftaces, tor itis a max». 
Ire in nature, there 54 no being beyond the power of being, neither I am conhdent 
t dire they able to produce any foled teftimonie that he ever gave them any ſuch 
» deþower. And thoughl grant that the King to the iudges. &c. gives ſuch a pow- 
r.as he can not, nor doth not in his own perſon execnre, yer | Gay that it is al- 
atyayes a poer, not owing from his owne will, but limitred by the Law, by - 
omiyhich he is authorized {o to doe by as of Parliament, and I am ſure by the 
andyords of the write by which he ſummond them to fitin Parliament, (2s 1 
*t ofi:d ir printed ina late printed book, called the- manner of holdingPar- 
tanjiamcnts:pag 37-)which writr is the foundation and roote of their power) all 
anyhe power that 1s given them by that writt, 4s to come tothe Parliament, 10 
onfer ard treat with the King { or aftord their councell) of certaine hard urgent 
Ingheff 2ire5, concerning the Kingyths Stategand d:fence of the Kingdome of England, and 
tcþhe Chnrch therof. But my pretended offence, touching none of theſe things 
webur at the moſt is meerely an aKion, or cence tryable ar common Law, 
we{(: 09s 5, part repoits Helibellis Famoſis, and befides th: Lords about me had 
thqo conterrcnce nor treatic with the King their prorogative fountaine, as by 
ticir writt of ſummons, which is the foundation and ground of their power 
ber|they ought to have. 
laid And:hecetorcthe Lords not only by the common law . but by their own 
heqlzw. ard principles hadn>: the jeaſt ground to precend io a-p2wer ot jur!{dic- 
ongtronen che lc2!t of my cauſe, 
any 2ly | am ſammorc by the Lords Warrant to come to their Barre. and to 
erjanſwer fuch things 2s I ftand charged with beforc then Loxifhips,concerning 
tatda vampiler intitiniled 127 int mans auf ification, Now Mo; Haynard, admit ihat 
ryqthat pamphie: as :h2y cail ir, were mine, andſu.l of fcancals im the high» 
arwci: nature. yrr Llyoc!is 224 /candatum mn iwn7'nm 15 ALTO Be eryc4 ay che 
ſefHuuleof Lords, bit is robs eryed only (now the Srarch mbey is downe)by 
arqan aftionat the cemmon iaw, as appcares by the 5. patt of Ceekes rexo'ts, 
p:g:125.and the 13. Her, 7, Kelway, 11, Ediz, Dier 285. an! 39.- aflile 
lly}pla. 19. 2il which 1s tully confirmed by your own words tn your own decla= 
»byration, of the 19. ay 1642- 1. part booke Dec), pag, 208. ' where you at- 
S$infirme againitche King, that ke hath wayes enough 1n kis ozdinary Courts 
'Jof juttice, ro puniſh ſuch {edi:ious. pamphlers, and fermons as arc any way 
prejudiciailito hisrights, Honour, and authority, and it any vi chem nave 
cn 
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only rrciable by a Jucie. upon an ind1iAtment at common law and not othe 


&” they are the very words of the exce/l:nt Petition of Right, but there is no eſta 


- 
- 


SF | (8) hes; - 
beentd infolently violated, and vilified, his Majeſties own ard off m: 
cers, have bceneto blame, and notthe Parliament, who did reſtrairj Cc 
any proceedings of that kind in other Courts, and what you avare q 1 
the King, I much more avatcof the Lords, that their remedic incaſe of libif th 
Iing { which yet I deny mine tobe) i5onely at common law» where there 
a wiit,andattion by the law ordained,de ſcandalis magnatur (as allo for libels 


4 


wiſc, and thisalſo ſeemes to me to be very cleare, and evident bythe Sr: 
rutes 3. E1.33.and 37, E. 3.18. and 3$. E,3.9-and 42. E. 3,3. anda, R. 2, 
and12.R.z.1x. nonevt which lam ſure gives the Houſe _ of Lords, an 
cognizance of my prerendedcriwe, $ therefore tor them tomeddle with mg &f 
havingno iuriſdiCtion of my cauſe, ir beingneucher abour errour or dela 
of iuſtice in inferier courts, their proceedings are thereupon allCoran: 
indice, and fo void and null in law, from firſt to laſt it being a maxime in la 
that that which from the beining is not valid,can neyer be made good by tra 
of time, or thoſe things which are begun from anevill principa'l, can neye 
attaine toa legal Iſſue.4. part (oocks reports p. 125. Fernons caſe, 


- 3, My third argument againſt all the Lords proceedings with me is th 
that no man what ever he be is 10 br impriſoned,but by the eſtabliſhed lawes of the lay 


bliſhed Law for the iudgement of che Lords in any _— the King the 
Creator is not concurtrant 14, Edward 3, 5, for the Lords as I ſaid befor 
are only there, not by any el«Ction, or power, from the people, but as perſon 
of honour created and made by the will of the Kirg to aſlift him as before, an 
lettheir Lawyers or any of their Profors ſhew me one preſident before thi 
Parliament co the contrary, without the Kings Write for Execu 
tion | 1s 
For by the Writot Error, wherein Iyesthe main and princ'pall power of F 
the Lords, there muſt be a Petition to the King for the allowance thereof | 3 
and ſhe King muſt give them a particular Commiſſion, and power to takq © 
Cognizanc: of it before they can have Juriſdiftion of it, as isclear by the ex C 
pretie words of the 14, E- 3 chap. 5. which Statute is the principall ſtrengtl by 
and baſis of the Lords power ; but my caſe is neithervelay of juſtice in an} ” 
© her Court, nor corruption of judgement inanotber Court, which is all thy © 
caſes the Lords bave juriſdiQin ot by law, which is as binding to themas tq P 
any other Courts of juliice1n England; as is cicerc by the 4. H. 4- 23. whic h; 
Sratuce poſlitively declares, it 1s 4 {ubver tion of the law of the lana for the Lord t] 


I |, 04;; fly ro tdhe pg rize te of cauſes, 0- t6-01717%le the inſt and ordivary proccedingsof the las 
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other mferionr Conrtt: * Neither - was there 


off made in my caſeany Petition to the King, nor any 
raird Commiſſion of his granted to the Lords to autho- 
re d rize them to meddle wirh me, and therefore all 
libif their proceedings againſt me are iHegall from firſt 


Ic 


to laſt in the higheſt nature., . Again, it is plain by 


{ the Law oftheLand, That no man ſhall te put to 


anſwer without indiftment or preſentment of his good 


i 4nd lawfull-people of the ſame neighbowrhood, before 


Fuſtices,or matter of record; or by axe proceſſe,and writ 
originall,at the common Law acceraing to the old Law 


of the Land.See 5.E.3.9.8& 25. £.3+4-&% 28.E.3.3-8& 37. 


£.3.18.842.E.3.3.&the Petition of Right made the 
3.0f the King, and the eAF that aboliſhed the Star- 
Chamber made the 17. of the King. And Sir Edward 
Cookes Expoſition of Magna ( barta, but not any 
of this, was done in my caſe ; for 'the Lords fum- 
moned me Qre tens before my charge. was filed a- 
gain(t me, and examined me Yivawvoce upon inter- 
rogatories againſt my ſelf , without letting me 
knowty.cither Accuſer, Proſecutor, Witneſs, Jury, or 

harge, and therfore all their proceedings with me 


{ from firſt to laſt are totally illegall & moſt nnjuſt, 


* As was lately fully plea 
ded at the Lords Bar ( as 
I am from very good hands 
imformed) both by Atr. 
Recorder Glyn and your 
ſelf Mr. Maynard #n the 
remarkable caſe of Lim- 
bry, againſt Alderman 
Langhamunto which Plea 
concurred the pinion of all 
the Fudges then in Eng- 
land, which they were 
commanded to give by the 
Lords ſpeciall command, 
upon which very Plea 4s 
I am tolazthe canſe ts ſince 
diſmiſſed from before the 
Lords as not legally proper 
for their furiſdiftion , 
which at leaſt ſerves thus 
far to my end, that an Abt 
of Parliament is as bind- 
ing to the Houſe of Lords 


a5 to any other Court of Juſtice in England: Imight here alſo make uſe of the Duke 
of Epernpones caſe about 2 years ago if 1 wanted matter& Law againſt the Lords. 


4 My fourth Argument againſt the illegal procecdings of the Lords with me 
is, from the 29 Chap of. Magna Charta and the 3 E. 1.6. and the Petition of 
Right, which expreſly declares , That no man is to be judged tut by his peeres, 
and by due proceſle according to. the Law of the Land (ſee Clarks caſe in 5 part: 
CooksReports)that isas learned Sir Edward Cook, in his Expoſition of Ma 
Charta ( puvlithed for good Law by ewo ſpeciall Orders of your Houſe) ſaith, | 
by his eq##als, that is, mer of his own condition, Commons only being pecres to com= / 


mons, as Barons of Pagiament are peeres to Barons of Parliament. 2 Part Inſti- | _ 


tur. fol. 28, 29. 46, 50. where alſo he declares whar title they bear that are com- 
prehended within the name of peeres of Parliament, and alſo what titles they 
have that are comprehended within the title of Commons. And notable to 
this purpoſe is the Record of Sir Simeond de Berisford in the 4. F. 3. Ro. 2. which 
M. Henry Martin had from me at large laſt year under the hand of the Record- 

B Keeper 


6 < (to). | T1] 
Keeper of the Tower of London; and which Thave printed 18 & 19:pag.of the 


Oppreſſed mans opprefſions declared, the ſubſtance of which Record is, That E. 3:|p3ps 
in his own perſon did charge the Howſe of Lords to give right and lawfull Pudoment\ tain! 
againſt Sir Simond de Berisford for bis treaſon and murder in murdering his Fa.\ it. i 
ther King Edw. 2. but the Lords to the King in Parliament ſaid all wich one ver 
voice, That the aforefaid.Sir &ymon was not their. peer , wherefore they were notY #4 
bound by the Law to give judgment againſt him , yet neverthelefſe at the Kings hille: 
imporrunity they did, bt it was aſſented, agreed and onafed ( ſaith Sir Ed.Cook | for, 
2 part Inſt.fol.50.) by the King and all the grandees in full Parliament , That that | the 
qudpement ſhould never be drawn into cx.ampte, or conſequence for the time to come + ple 
And they there gave the reaſon of it;becauſe it was againſt the Lawes of the Land, \ We 
for them to judge thoſe that were not their peeres and equals. | we 
From whence I abſerve , Thar if ir be illegall for the Houſe of Lords with | the 
the Kings preſence, conſent and concurrence, ( as they here confeſſe ) ro con- thi 
demne Sir $imonde Berisford for Trealon'and murdering the King , ( bec-uſe in 
he wasnone of their peere ) although vigorouſly put upon it by King Eby. the | yo 
Third in the behalf of his father, who-inihis own perſon fare and concurred | Ui 
with them init ; mwch more # it wnlawfull for the Lords to preſnme , to paſſe judg- fre 
mneent upon me 4 Conemoner , for a trivial fuppofed cafe, without rhe King their 7a 
creators prefence, Commiſſion or Concurrence, which by their own principles, . | # 
and. by the principles ofthe Law yer in force, give#life, power and ftretrgth ro! | Je 
al} ſuch theirJudiciali ations ,, and therefore all their/proceedings with me are | 
moſtillegall and unjuſt, and utterly null and void in Law. p2 

5 My Fifth Argument againſt them is,. That by the Lawes-of this Land no 
man is to be Judge in his own caſe, 8. H. 6. fol-2rimiEl.Dier, 220.,and Doctor | tO 
Renhans caſe 8 part of CookrReports; yea and an Aﬀof Parliament in ſuch a | £ 
caſe, is a void ARby Law. r 
- -Thereforethe Lords ought not to have judged this cauſe of mine , for that it | © 
concerns themſ:lves, orat teaſt the Earl of Aanchefter who was Speaker all the | © 
three ſeverall times I was before their Houſe, who with.the reſt of his fellow | * 
Lords, were not onty Parties, but {omplamrants, Proſecutors, gn Jury and | © 
indges; which practiſe is againſt all the Lawes'of England and the formes there- 
08:45 you your. ſelves -notably-confefſe and declare in the caſe of the five | ! 
Members, 1 part Book Decl. pag. 38,339,207; 278.and a greater a& of injuſtice 8 
then ever | heard was done, by either the Starre-(" hamber, (onncell-Board or | 
High: Commiſſion (owrt, in the dayes of their greateſt tyranny and oppreſſion.. | * 
6. If the Lords j1dgement originally werebinding in my Cafe, then a few F 


Lards- would biad nor onely nie, but all che Commons of England, who all 
oneafter one, may be ſo ferred by them, as I am, and that without any hope of 


ITY; Page 


redrefſc3n theworld,(which-both Law and reafon abhorres, 1.part. Book Dec, | 


| 


UM 


T 
\ 


the | R 1 IT (11) r 
Z. 2:|P38+ 44-150» 207196637 896.926;72) either by Writ of Error or Appeal, At- 
zext|raint or Certificate of Aſfſize to any Court whatever, no not to the Parliament 


it. ſcife, for then. it would-come before themſelves againe , who would ne- 
vercondemne themſelves nor their owne Decrees. | |; 

And if the Houſe of Commons ſuffer the Lords to excerciſe ſuch an arbitrary 
illegall tyranny as they have done upon me, and without all grounds, rules or 
formes of Law, ſuffer them ro ſend for whom of the Commons. of England 
they will, and at their will and pleaſure condemne them in what and how they 


pleaſe, then the Houſe of Commons ſtands for: meere cyphers, the Judges in 


be » 
'd, | Weſtminſter-Haibfor cyphers, and all the Lawes in England for cyphers, and: 


th 
nN- 
ſe 
he 


we the Commons of England are become the perfeReit (laves this day upon 
the face of the earth, and by this practice the end of all Government is over- 
throwne, viz. the weale and {afity of the people , as your Houſe declares it to be 
in your notable Declaration of 17. April, 1646. 2.part Book Decl. pag.879.where 
you alſo declare, (but I may fay by your dealings with me, withour any inter 


-d | tions to performe it) that you will not nor any by colour of any authority derived 
4 from you, ſhall interrupt the ordinarie courſe of puitice, in the ſeveral (onrts and 


ir 


Fudicatories of this Kingdome, nor intermeddle in caſes of private intereſt, other, 


s, | where determinablc,untefſe it be in caſe of male adminiftr ation of juſtice, wherein ' 


o 
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| ye ſball fer and provide that 'right be done ani puniſhment inflifted as there 


fhall be occaſion, according to the Lawes of the Kingdome , and the truſt res 
poſed in you. 

Yea, and hereby the people of the Kingdome are left without all meanes 
to preſerve themſelves; which your ſelves ſay, it never onght tobe, being as\old 4 
Law as any is in the Kingdome, 1 part Book Decl.pag.207- in that you ſuffer the 
Houſe of Lords withont controule to exercile at their pleaſure ſuch a power 
over the Lives, Liberties and Eſtates of the Free-men of England, as I conft- 
dently aver ir, cannot legally nor juſtly be exerriſed by King, Lords and Com= 
mons, joyned and agreeing altogether, who-are (when the moſt is ſaid thax 
canbe ſaid of them}but Magiſtrates (asall other Magiſtcates are) appointed 
for the proteRion. and preſervation, but wotyuine or deftruttion of the 
1 part Book Dec. pag.150. yea and de fas, habitually to doe that, for but en> 
deavouring of which, the Zarle of Strafford loft his head by the decree of this 
very Parliament, and for which I doubt not but either 7 or my poſterity ſhall ſee 
the proudeſt and ftouteſt of them todo theirs; it being more juſt, equitable, and 


Tationall, rodeſtroy a man for ating and doing of a miſchiefe, then intending 


it, Stafford being a Saint and a juſt man upon their owne principles in compa= 


* -"*{on of themſelves. 


And therefore Sir, if you or the Lords ſhall ſhew me as many Preſidents 


| as will fill Paws, that they have done to others as they baye done to me, I vas- 
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* Inethem no-more in compariſ6nto the foerall As of Parliament, and the 
Common: Law: ef the Land(which are above Acts.) that I have cited (which 
afg:;Phinc blank againſt their uſurpations) chen-Ivalue'a dirty rag'-on the dung-- 
hill, and 7 ſay unto you, that if the Lords in.their Houſe tan. make Preſidents to de- \that 
ſftroy-<Ats of | Parliament, (andplucke the fundamenrall conimon Law of En- |fot 
gland up by the, roots } yea ſuch Aft as have been confirmed by ſcores of }11. 
Parliaments, then. why doe you cozen, blind, deceive and delude the people | 2 
of; England, by.ſfiteing-for cyphers.in the, Houſe of Commons, and there- |d;t 
fore-awake and roweenplike men”, and prmtr fully and Xffettually reſcue our Liber- \hay 
ties from then, leaſt we doe it our ſel ues, and punifh yon; asjuſtly your deſerve fir your me 1 
cowardly or treacherous negligence. | | 

7. .The Lords being the meere creatures of the King, made by his will and [are : 
pleaſure, and ſer rhergas Prerogative perſons, and.yer in Law and by their own | 
principles, as Lordgwichourthe-King, they have fo [Pcerogarive, and: yet have _ 
aQed-ypon mee, without the King:orihys particular Commiſſion, which makes item 
all they have don&- unto me, to-benul.and void botk.in Law and reafon ; yea, part 

 andI mayjultly ſay, that they, beth, in.ceference to the King and people theye- þle : 

' by bave forfeited their power and hoxonr, and cannot jultly by you the Truſtees of [| re 

the pevple,. ( and whe hodld betge Gnardpans of their Lemes and Liberties) any. that 

logger. be owned ox, acknowledged, dither mequitiey reafon; honour, jultice, 
fGafery or conſcience.ts'be a'Houle of Peers, bur a. company of 'Apoſtats falne 
from their ficſt inſtitution and degenerated into Tyrants, and therefore deſerve 
atleaſt from yoa and'the Kingdgme the Starre-Chambers doome. 

« Cle? But contorpt of a Court, bythe Law, ſubjetts .a man to Fine and Impro- 


Fe: 0,111: 1} , 139 4oot 3:39] 7 WRIRtT A | * 
_— Tanſwer: firlt, [dog abſolutely deny, that Edid either contemne or 
aftepnt their Court, for I obeyed their 'Wric of Summons, ' and withall re- 

. {p«&Rt and, Complement came to-gheir Barre, (which T aver was more then by 
Lazy Lneeded to, haye dong) where. being examined «pon Interrogatories againſt: 
. wolf; {profiler barg to-by Meg legally with ;: und t6 fee my: charge mn writing 
| to k922 mp. Arrafer andperſeguter, both of wbich' was denied the ,' contrary 'to- 
* bra apd Juſtice, 4nd, a judgement in my owne \caſe given by themſelves, but the 
February before agagnit the Starre-(hamber, wherethey declared that the Starre- 
Chambers /eutence aud. all their proceedings againſt me (which was upon the ye- 
© By rae Paint, fo, rckuling- ro anfwer;Iaterrogatorics) illegall and moſt une 
, wacudt.the 'L errreefitbe  Subjett, wed Law of the Land; and Magna Charta,. 
TW Cc continue upon Record, yea and. in ariother Decree gave me 2000.1. 
- dathages, againſt ſome of the Judges and Executors of that ſentence; all 
-  Whigh)I pretſed againeand agane'attheir open Barre, which was to no pur- 
Doſes; for they angerly preſied. me 49-givea poſitive anſwer x0 their illegail þ 
| | __ queſtiogs, 
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queſtions, and beleeving in my owne brelt, I ſhould be committed for re» 
fubng to anſwer, I delivered in my Plea by way of proteſt, againſt their Juriſ« 
24] diction,as juſtly I might do, (ir being a maxime in Law, (as I ſaid before) thar. 
e-'|that which is i/legall in the beginning, by tratt of time cannot be made lawfull) 
1- [fob which and nothing elſe; they molt illegally committed me to Newgate, the 
Ff [11. June, 1646. which Warrant I defire may ve read, as alſo the Decree. - 
le | 2, Fanſwer, their Court was no Court to me in my cale, having no 7uriſ- 
= [diftion of the cauſe, being not any of the cauſes that they by the 14. E4.3.c. 5. 
-- ſhave Jurifdiftion-of, and if | it had, yet by rhar Statute they conld not meale with 
"” me without the Kings concurrence, ani his ſpeciall ('ommiſſion, which they had not 
lin the leaſt, and therefore m a double reſpect, all their proceedings with me, 
& fare moſt illegall and unjuſt, and therefore null and void in Law, 
n 3 Burin thethird place I grant, that contempt or affront of a Court that 
e jhath juriſdiction over the Caule is fineable and impriſonable,burt to affront,con- 
's ſtemne, or abuſe a Court. that hath no Jurifdition of the cauſe for which the 
2, party is convened before them, I ſay by Law is neither tineahle nor imprifona- 
-- ble: As for inſtance, if a Court of Seilions queitions me for my Freehold, and 
F [ refuſe toanſwerthem, and give them cgntempruous words for medling wich 
y- that which by Law they have no juriſdition of , they may by Law bind me to 
3; my good behaviour, but cannot fine or impriſon me, much. lefle diſ-franchiſe me 
& pf all thepriviledges of. an Enghſhman, as the Lords have done to me , asap- 
ce. peares by their ſentence : the ſame holds good in the Court of Common Pleas, 
ho if they go about to hold Plea of Murder before them, if the party refuſe 
to anſwer, 1t 1s 10 contempt of the Court, becauſe they have no juriſdition 0+ 
yer-ſuch-cauſes. - And pertinent to this purpole is Baggs Caſe in the 1 part of 
oaks Reports, who: being ſummoned before the Mayor of Plymouth, in open 
ourr called him cozening Knave,and (aid unto himycome kiſſe,&c.for which che 
layordiſ-franchiſed him,and it was reſolved,thart the i/-franchiſemment was ille- 
all,becat/e at ws not according toLaw. for that the Mayor in Law 144 no power to 
9 #-1and; ar moſtcould have onely bound him to his good behaviour, 
$0 that-the Lords afluming over me a power of Juriſdiction withour Law, 
wdthe Kings Commiſſion according to the forme of the Statute ia that behalf, they 
reno Courrtto me in my caſe, nor capabie of th: cauſe in controveriie berwixe 
s, and therefore 1 ſay again in a double ſenſe, they have not the leaſt ground 
r.colour in baw either to Fine or Impriſon me,but at molt (in cafe there were 
. bn aftgonr, as-E deny )-ro bid me ( or cauſe me ) to be bound to my good be- 
aviour ; and as for keeping on my hat, refuſing to kneel, and topping of my eares 4 
meth after my firſt commument in contempr of rheir i!!egall uſurpations, ha- 
or; long before thar juſtly appealed ro the Houſe of Commons, Iam not in the 
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ſcnſurable therefore as they have ſepſured me, even ro 4000, 1. fine, 7. years 
Y) 


imprifonmgnt , 


" 
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ipyryncnt, and everlaſting disfr anchiſement, ſeeing it is a Maxime in Law and/ing 
Reaſon both, That that which from the beginning is not valid , can never be made|gai! 
. Food by tratt of time ; or thoſe things that are begun from evil principles, can never(® C 
attain alegall or juſt i([ne. th i F*h 
Objett. But if it ſhall be obje&ted,, That this Argument deſtroyes the ARF* g: 
of the continuance of this Parliament , becauſe the King is and hath bin abſent, jpre! 
and not in 4 capatity according to the Statute to grant His Commiſſion and Concur-þas lc 
YANce. 4 
Sol.T Anſwer, That the act of continuance gives the Lords nomore power thenfor 
what they had by the Law before, for it gives them nothing but continuance, andſcd | 
therefore the Argument is legal-& juſt againſt them,that the Prerogative Lordshav: 
forſaking their own creator, and dealing with me contrary to the Lawes andthel 
Statutes of the Kingdom; yet as much in force as ever, and not appropriatin 
or aſſuming to themſelves any formal new power,but meerly ſtand by their Pri- 
 mitive powerderived from him ( he being by their own declared principles 
-much their King as,ever,all Writs, &c, {till running in His Name ) they have loſthnof 
their Honor aud Juſtice in going beyond their bounds, and dealing ſo illegallyng t 
tyranically, and unjuſtly with me as they have done. Therefore from all th 
-Premiſes and authorities before mentioned laid together, Ido draw my conqay 
clofion which is this , That I was originally and ftill am moſt illegally impriqhe 
' foned by the Houſe of Lords , and illegally fined, and illegally disfranchized DoE 
in ſuch a manner that in all ages by the molt —_— and worſt of Courts offecr; 
Juſtice in England, was never known nor heard of before , fora bare and ſupqy 1 
poſed Miſdemeanor. ek 
And therefore I moſt earneſtly and moſt prefſingly crave as my right, thaVar 
Judgement of the Houſe of Commons upon my appeale tothem againſt thqn, & 
Lords, ( for which I have waited upon them almoſt ſeventeen months) angeen 
+that I may no longer run the hazard of ruine and deltrution, of me,-my wife 
and littlechildren, for conteſting for my own , both in the fight of God andake 
man ; and which is mine both by the law of God, Nature , and my Country gqug 
- that is to ſay, My ſentence vacated , my liberties for future ſecuted, and thqnd 
Lords exemplarily puniſhed, as well as theStar-Chamber, High-Commiſſion, 
Councel-Beard,being they may more juſtly be charged then any of them,for 
keeping themſelves to the points limited nuto them by the Lawes and Statutes of thi 
Kingdom, bur have ( not only with me, but with multitudes of others) wndery: A 
taken to puniſh where no Law doth warrant ,and to make decrees for things for whiehpve | 
they have no ſuch authority,and co inflict heavier puniſhments then by any La 
'4; warranted, which as the att it ſelf expreſſeth were the principle cauſes of thei$yn 1 
abolition, and may more juſtly be of the Houſe of Lords, for that there wafelſe! 
hopes of remedy (in caſe of injuſtice done by them) by appeale to a Parlia: 


| (r5) - 
which cannot in the leaſt be expected againſt the Houſe of Lords, the appeal be- 
ing ſtill ro themſelves, unlefle the Hout: of Commons do inftate appeales a- 
de|gainſt chem ſoly in themſelves: © And by how much the more they judge their 
=” Court to be higher then other Courts, by ſo much the more they ought in 
| [*aw, juſtice, equity, conſcience and honor, to be tranſcendent in the equa}, le- 
AF gall, juſt, and impartiall adminiſtration of Juſtice: an a of tyrany and op- 
x, jpreſlion being ten times more odious im them then in any other inferior Court, 
r=þas learned Sir Edw. (ooke well obſerves in his 4.part Tnſtitut.chap.1 

And alſo I demand as my right and due, ample reparations from the Lords 
exfor all their tyragny illegally wichour remorſe, pitie, and compathon exerct- 
ed upon me, to the apparent hazzard of my lite and being, and that I may alſo 
dshave from them ſo much money for my legall maintenance, as in all ages for 


d priſon,and may be provided for for che time to come during my [tay there. 
ri-| And that Imay freely be |cft (as I ovghr) to take my courſe at Common 
1w upon all Jaylors, Keepers of Pnfons, and the Sheriffs of Londen, 15 have 
oft illegally and unwarcantably exccured their itlegall, arbitrary, and unbind- - 
lyJng tyrannicall Orders and Decrees upon me, See the Caſe of the Marſhalſeas 10 
heart Cookes Reports, and that now after ſeven- yeares delay by you, I 
ay alſo immediatly be put by your Houſe into a certain capacity to receive of 
righe Earl of Saliſb#ry, old Sir Henry Vanegthe Lord Chief Juſtice Bramſton, and 
dDofor Alife, who have vilible and plentifull eſtates in being, my long-ſince 
oftecreed reparations againſt my Star- Chamber Judges, with jult additions for 
apy long Ray, large expences, and great troubles therefore, and not be put to » 
ek it from the Lord Cotrington, Sir Francis Windebank,, and Mr. Ingram, late 
theaVarden of the Fleet, whoſe eſtares are fo waſted and deſtroyed by | facet fonry, 
hon, &c. thatT know not where to find them, and may Þe hereafter, as I have 
ngeen already, ſeven years in obtaining my juſt right and due from them. | 
fe; And laſtly, I earneſtly deſire and prefle, that ſpeedy care by your Houſe be 
ndaken,'to pur the Earl of Afancheſter and Col. Edward King upon their tho- 
ry ugh Tralls, upon the foreſaid impeachments, cither to their juſtifications or 
theqndemnations; and that al! Suits of theirs at Common Law againſt me for 
OJ ords ſpoken abour or concerning the faid Impeachments, may be {topt, as 
p Juſtice, Law, and Equity they ought to be, ill they be cither condemned or . 
thaſtified upon the ſaid Impeachments. 
ery And now Sir, I have done with all and every thing that in point of LawT 
ielþve to ſay againſt the Lords irregular dealings with me,rill they reply: ſome 0- 
awper things in reference to the Houſe of Commons (I think aseſſentiall ro my 
eigyn welfare as any thing I have already ſaid) I have ready to ſay, but that my 
vageſcnttrength and voice is in a manner quite ſpent , ſo that Icannot well go 
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£ onat preſent; Hough I have all my —_ ready; and therefore I carneſtly in- 
treat a new day to ſay out the reſt, and ſo leaveit to/your judgment : and Tueſ- 
day next (being the 26. df Ocober 1647. at two aclock in the afternoone ir 
the fame place) being your own appointed time, I earneſty deſire your preſence 
there, when and where I doubt not but I ſhall demeane my ſelfe with as much 
honourand reſpec towards yon, as you upon Wedneſday laſt, with juſtice, can- 
dorand fairnefſe.did demean your ſelf cowards me, and the Kingdome,ſo much 
concerned in me, in giving me ſo faire, Publike, free and uninterrupted a hear- 
ing, which can.not but in ingenuity be acknowledged a great obligation to him 
that in ſincerity ſubſcribes himſelf, | 
Sir, Yours and the Kingdoms faithfull ſervant, obs Lilbarne: 1 


Neto this ſecond Edition of my Plea, I defirete annext my Propoſition 

which I ſent ro the Speaker of the Houſe of {ommons, which he cauſed i 
the Houſe to be read, which was the occaſion of appointing the fore-menti4 z 
oned Committee to heare me anew in point of Law ; which Propoſition thug 
followeth, 


The Propoſition of Liey.Col. John Lilbarne, Prerogative Priſoner in the Towe 
* of Londen, made nnto the Lords and Commons aſſembled at VYeſiminſ{er; and to the whol 
' kingdome of England, Oftob, 2. 1647. To 
T Grant the Houſe of Lords, according to the Statute of the 14.E4.3.chap.54 It 
3. to have in Law a furiſdittion for redreſſing of grievances , either upon illegall v' 
... delayes, or illegall judgements given in any of the Courts at Weſtminſter Hall, pro di 
vi4ed, they bave the Kings particular Commiſſion therefore, and all other the leg al 
Panitillos contained in that Statute, Which Juriſdiction and no other, ſeems rt al 
me'to be confirmed by the Statutes of the 27.Z1;z. chap.s. and 31.E/zz. chap.1, ic 

* But poſitively deny, that the Houſe of Lords, by the knowne and decla/ f 
red Law of England, have anic originall Turiſdition over anie Commoner of N 
England whatſoever, either for life, limbe, liberty or eftate; which is the only and FE 
alone thing in controverſic berwixt them and me. And this poſition -I will ta 
in a publique Aſſembly, or before both Howſes, in Law-debate with any 40 h; 
Lawyers in England thart are praQtifers of the Law, and I will be contenf 
the Lords ſhall chuſe them every man, and if after I have ſaid for my ſelfq a! 
what I can, that any three oftheſe forry Lawyers ſworne to deliver their judg] * 
ments according to the knowne Law of England, give'it under - their hands af ® 
gainſt me, 1 will give over my preſent conteſt with the Lords, and ſurrende h 
my ſelfe up to the puniſhment & ſentence of the preſent Lords & Common bi 

P. ovided «t thu debas? , I may bav? fix 07 ten of my owne friends preſent to take in writing af It 
tha: paſſeth thereupit. VV.ne)e my Had and Sealt,in the preſence of d:vers witneſſes in th wr 
Tow | Londot, this 2. of Oftober, 1647, + | n 

IFM JOHN, LILB#R NE. 


The Agditig 


—— A. roo _— —  — —————_— 


| On II _ 
ke additionall Plea of Lievt. Col. Dbn Lilburne, 


y in- 
ſueſ- 


-nce] prerogative priſoner inthe Tower of London, the 28. of 
nuch OFeber, 1647. which he ſent unto the Commirice of the 
can- Houſeot Commons, where Mr. /6h» Maynardthe 
nuchf Lawyer hath the Chaire, with a letter, which 
1eAr- letter thus followeth. 
him 
!Tohis honoured friend, Mr. J6bn Maynard, Chair man to 


the Committee, for revuing of Lievt. Col. l#hn Zilburres bu» 
fineſſe painſt the Lords, at his Chambrr inthe Tewpl:, or ar the 
Houſe of Common: this dcliyer with ſpeed. 


Aly, Maynard, | 
Cannot but in civility, returne you many thankes for your readinefle 
and freencſle to heare me at large make my grand Pica againſt t 
Lords unto you upon Wedneſday the 20, prelent, hoping upon Txeſy 
day laſt according to your own Order I ſhould have been heard our 
| to have ſaid unto you whar I had behind, and ſo have left it to yous 
p.5{ judgements and conſciences what to haye reported to your houle ; bareruly 
Sir, the Commitrees not comming together, I iooke not upon as an acci3 
dent, but 4 ro all deſigne upon me, that ſo 7 ſhould not kave a period put to my bufinesy 
Y abomt the Lords, for which I have (almolt to my utter ruine) waited upon you 
P19 about 17. months, ror reap no preſent benefit for all my moſt barbarous ſuf= 
p.1, ferings, from the Biſhops and the Star Chamber, for which I have carneftly fels 
cla) lowed you for iuſtice and right voW almoſt full ſeaven yeares, tothe cxpence of mas 
- of ny hundred pounds ;and that upon the motion of Mr. Henry Hartin in your 
and Houſe this day. for the further and cffeftuall ordering of a ſpeedy care to bee 
will taken to puta period tomy long fincejult Appeale, (the rryall of which you 
40) have ſo often taken pon you, that you now eannet well evade the ineging of it ) tooke 
end 00 cfic& at all, which I alſo look upon as a meere deſigne of the Lords ſons, 
and Lords wou'd bc in your houſe, with the powerfull 5»fluence of wy grand 
adverſaries, the granates of the eArwy, that bave of late eagerly and 1ifibly (for 
11 »y honeſty ) ſought my ruine, And truly Sir, being that I have not a penny in« 
4 heritance inallthe world, nor any trade agoing to bring me in a yto _ 
buy me bread :nor a penny allowed meeither from you or the Lords to buy 
me food, andall my friends ſtrongly indeayoured to be {cared away from 
1 me by the ſtri&neſke of rhe preſent Lieve, of the Tower,the meere creature of 
my now grand adycrfarie Licyt, G, —_ . cauſing all theis names at the 
gaC 


JMl 


PETE yn. - - 
2 Vateto be taken thatcometo ſee me contraoy to all law, rea's 5, equity, iuftice, 
|: cenſezencs, irr which condition if I cominue alittle longer, 1 muſt of necel- afic 
'Eeriſh. And therefore that I may not be guilty ot my own1uine by any fing 
y on my part, I have incloſedly ſent you my additionall Plea under my hand and ma 
. Jeale (which on Twe{day (ifthe Cormmittce had fate) } intended to bave deli. 
| FYered bothby word of mouth and writing unto you,asthe conclulion of all I þ 
6 hayeto lay againſt the Lords (unl:fle they give in an anſwer) and now 1 
ca-neſily defire ycuto call your Committee together,and trouble your ſcives 
NO further to ſend for me, but draw your concluſionsof the whole matter as 
iti$befce you, an then T intreat you without any tuither delay toquit your 
I aKby raking a ſpecdic report to your houſe,that ſo ] may by your long 
ExpeUed inftice be preſerved from a ſpeedic and wnavoidable ruine, which I cannor þ 
willingly ſuffer to come upon me, without the attempting of the cffcEtualleſt 
| MIncancsthat reaſon and compe1ld neceſlitic candiQatcunto mefor my preſer- 
- ;Fation, though | run the hazzard of b:5ng cut inten thouſand peeces thereby, andif | 
| *7-pcrifh the ruine and blood of me and mine muſt be (both by God and man) 
;  Tequied of your adowart and flinty hrarted heuſe, Sir this I haye writ unto you. 
.-- An purpoſe tocommunicate it to your houſe (before I print it} as my laſtin 
+ tendedaddrefſes, to leaveboth yuu and them before God and the whole 
” world without cxcuſc, ſo with my ſervice preſented unto you, I commit you 


* tGodaud reſt. | 

I ry Sir, your true friend to ſerve you, (if you 
b- ZFom-my moſt illegall Will cffc inally acquit your ſeife az 4 
 "Captivitie in the Tows. true [ervant of the Common wealth) 
..erof London, this 28, that dare attewpt the effetting of the 
of Odobecr, 1997. deſperareſt deſognein the World, that 
| | appeares to his underſtanding uſt and. 
honeſt, if compeld thereunto by ne- 


eefſirie, | 


Fobn Lilburne. 


The Plea it ſelfe thus foloweth, | L; 
'  Andnow Sir-[ defire to ſpeake a few wordsto that which I haye concei-. 
bed as eſſential to my good & benefir,as any thing that yet I have ſaid,8 char: 
” Ye this, in ſome. of my late letters ro M. 44artsn, | have declared,that [ cannot 
; #Wn the indgment of the preſent mixed bouſe of Cimons,being co mpounded of two 
"Ant7-partics, the one of which muſt of neceſſiticupon their own publique de- 
- Sarcd pri be guilty of the bigheſt of crimes, upon which ſommc ofthe 
* ative agerys of wy cloſe and heayicadrerſatics of the Army, hayc wins. hy 


ca 
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ce, DOE oC Pi 
(- tafion thereby to doe the utmoſt they can to blaſt my reputation, indeayous 
y fingto make honeſt conſcienciousmen'in Lodo» belecye,and report mero 
»d k man fallen from the principles I formerly went upon, and from the Parlias 
i- Jacar, and the intereſt ofthe Commans of Eng/and, and am totally become 
I þ Cavialcere, and ſoly captivated, or degenerated to their principles and in- 
I tereſt, and a& what they in theirdeſparate Councells pur me upon, when they 
ave diſtempered me with drinke, 8c. And at the Head quarters, andino- 
her quarters ofthe Army, I am by the foreſatd wicked and Lordly agents, - 
endred a man that would diſtroy the King and kingly government, the 
arliament, and moſt of the chiefe meninche Army, and chat I am the head 
and chicfe of a gencration or taftion oimen that are altogether for Anarchy 
nd confufion, and wou'd have no government at allin rhe Kingdome, bur 
haye cyery man todoe whathe lift, and have all things common, and ſodi- 
trov all law and property,*and that I might have my liberty and freedome 
fl would, which ſay they ! have by all the wayes an! meanes I could inyent 
Reclined, beinga gainerby my impriſonmene; and fully hearing of theſe 
things, and how diſſignedly, malictouſly, lyingly, and confidently from ons 
rompany to another, they were blaſted abroad by the Ageats and inſtru» 
ments of no meane ones, And although my principles, and the conſtant, vift- 
dle, and publique D:clarations thereot tully declares (as my late Plea before 
- you alſo witnetſerh) thac I am for mennm & num : libecty and property, coll- 
- tinually profeſſing, that [ had racher live unler avyery harſh law, whereby 
| fnay know by what rule to walke, then liveunderthe moderateſt arbicrary 
| povernment in the worid, begua to becxerciſed by the godlyeſt, jaſteſt, or 
thoiſeſt men that ever the carch bred, inregard Iam notthen under law, 
; (which all men that ever God created ought co be} but under will and power, 
dy. which (by reaſon of mans corruption, who here hath no perfetion, buc 
re (ubje& to aftua)l backſliding, and degenerating) lamlyable and in dan- 
ver every houre to bediſtroyeJ at the pleaſure of him that is ſtronger in pow 
rthen I. Andalthough I had often protered Bayle formy liberry to the 
zenerall and his Lievtenanr ofthe Tower, and offzred topur any difterence 
berwixt me and any in the Army, to the full and finall derermination'of ho» 
eſt men, <qually choſen, and im caſe they could nor agree intheir judgment 
I was wi'ling the Generall hinafcife (ro whom Iam but a ſtranger) ſhould 
he Vmpite and finally determine them, bu: finding my (elfe no whit ſecured 
pr preſerved for all this, from their defigned, biaſted. caiumniations. 
I wasin 130 ſmall ſtraight; inmy own ſpiric, being ſenſible of my great 
durgent neceſſi.1es 1n my preſent condition, the continuance of whichbur 
or a (mall time longer, muſt needs in reaſon bethe ruine and diftuXion of 
ac, my witeaad children, and baying offered all (time after timero thoſe E 
| 4 ; C 2 ; looke 


vg 


"_»F on wif WW Py, | © 5 UY 


\ 


— Yo 


. 


3 | | (20) 
 Tookuponasmy qeoſene Gaolers) that in my thoughts it wasimpoſſible for 
--.  manofbraimand honeſty to invent,and ſtooptoo,toobtaine his long longta 
' liberty, bur all in vaine; ) was necefficated; ſceing I could not own the preſeÞa! 
mixed Honſe.of Common, nor willingly ſubmitunco their ſentence in thÞ*: 
condition I was neceffitated I ſay, co publiſh ia print my Propoficion of the $£0 
of Oftober, 1647. Whichin private I hid made unto Liev. Gen, Cromwefat 
Tome weeks betore, face to face, with divers other things as faire in then#11 
ſelves as it, And /cauſed itunder my hand Seale ro be delivered unto itT 
Speaker of your Houſe, that ſo all the Kingdome might know my readinOt 
and willingneſſe co ſtoop roany thing in che worid that was rationall ar! 
juſt co obtaine my thirſted for liberty and freedome. de 
Which paper your Speaker communicated to your houſe, and cauſed ir 
- read and debated, which as 7am told hath procured this Committee, ung 
whoſe defires ſo farre as with a good conſcience, and the preſeryation of mſ7i 
principles, and integricy I am willing to ſtoop (that ſo might Rop thþblt 
- mouths of my calumniators, and bring my bufinefle to an iſſue, being rath R 
willing to hazzard (if I had them) a million of lives, then much longer rq#2« 
- maipeynder my preſent tyranny and impriſonment) and therefore it is thJV2 
I haycobzyed your ſursmons, and gon thus far with you as] havedang®® 
knowing by yourorder, you ate not difinitively to judge my cauſe, | 
And therefore before your houle finally judge my cauſe, I dcfire you fro 
ene toacquaint them that Sir Thower Fairfax and the Arnay under his con 13 
- mand, ypon the 18. Avguft 1647. hath pubiiſked a Remonſtrance priate 11 
twice by ewo ſpzciail Orders of the preſent Houſe of Peers, rothe view « 
the whole kingdome, and approved of by all the Members ofthe Houſe « 
Commons, that went tothe Army for p:oteftion. In which Remonſtrand tt 
C 
' 
a 


t 
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| t 
- wheyutrerly diſclaime and renounce Mr: Pellam, and all thoſe that Cate an '! 
yoted with him, as Vſurpers of Pacliament authority, forfiters of their truff Þ! 
and Fraytors totheir Country, for atually by their Votes, Orders, and Oq 
.. dinances, levying of a new warre inthe kingdome, againſt che peace and th 1 

_ "powerthereof, which Sir Thomas Fai-fax 1s fince by this preſent Houſe « | 
= — "Commons owned by them for their Generall, and the Army under him fc {: 
*theic Army, at34 yer the moſt oftheſle yery Membersthus declared againlf P 
ſit in the houfegbcing in this condition , by reaſonof their crimes declared * 
that Declaration under che power, laſh, and awe of thoſe of that Army, it þ V 
have the power of that Army at their beck and command. C 

| - Whezefore Idefires that (eceing Lieyt. Gen, Cromwell isthe man that i 
= » gaged meotiginally in my contelt againſt che Lords, and particularly again | 
© theEarle of 4fanch:ſter, who then in his diſcourſe tO Jes was the greatc 

 _—AnmiLord(Laycrit) that I conyerſcd with tn Zngiara. 
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efo:l And ſeeing that now of late; (as I have too much cauſe to Mige) he is apo- 
ongd atized from hisprinciples.and the peoples liberties, and hath vitibly ſhaken 
reC.hands with thoſe he accuſed and judged ro be enemies to the peace and liber- 
n thfics of England, and is now. as Ihaye too much caaſc to judge, become a pa- 
the fron, approver, andproteftor ot themin all rheir Arbitrary, i|legall, and ty- 
ma Fannicall uſurpations, with ali his intereſt, with the conductive power of 
henthe Army, which now he hath at his b-ck, and by meancs oft which he holds 
0 ch rod of feare and terror over the heads of all thoſe Memversof the Houſe 
\dirof Commons, tht rhey ſhall not d.re (fortheic own ſatety and preſeryati= 
1 arn)to give their \/ otes ficely againſt the Lords,ſceing that he 1n intereſt and 

dcfigne is now ſo neerely conjoyned untorhe preſent Houle of Lords, who I 

| ic may now juſtly call his creatures at his beck ro execute his will and mind,and 
undtherefore deſiring to ſtoop as low as in juſtice and honeſty I can, to puta pe- 
frefriod one way or another co my preſent conteſt withthe Lords, learneſtly de» 
ire that the Houſe of Commons will pnbliquely declare againſt che foreſaid 
athJRemonſtrance (if Mr. Pe{/am an3thoſe that fare with him, werea true 
- r{houſcot Comons) that ſo althe ſaid Members therin concerned, may cfteR- 
thJually be inſtated inthe full condition and capacity of tree and innocent mens 
that ſo withour feare of Licy. Gen. (romwell, or his power inthe Army, they 
I may yote freely according to their conſciences, and then I ſhall freely ſub: 
og mitto their judgement. Oc elſe ſecondly that according to the tenor ofthe 
-onf ſaid Remonſtrance, they may cither be rorally expelled (or ciſe pro rempore 
Ace) In my cauſe) and 1 ſhall freely part my (e1te upon the judgement of the remat- 
; 4 ning part of the House of Commons, ler it be what it will, I value it not, fol 
le 4 may come to an ifluc,& cherby fully:know what I have to truſt ro.Or if nei- 
ther oftheſe can at preſeat without further delay of time be dons, chen in 
in} the third place I carneſtly defire ro put my ſelfe upon rhe flus of my forefaid 
| propoſition, which [ deſire verbatum to read unto you. but {ceing this Come 
mittece hath dealt ſo fairely, juſtly, and honourably with me, in granting 
me ſo tree open, and publique hearing, as I had before you upon wedneſday 
laſt. and hearing me with fo much patience, -wichourt interrupting of me,and 
1fq ſceingrthe calumny is fo {ſtrong upon me, that | have nonind to come our of 
priſon, I ara reſo! yed in this particular, wholly and ſoliy to put ay ſ-ife upon 
the judgment & con/cicnce of this C5miteeg8& that if youamoneglt your ſelves 
+ | judg it fic that I ſhou:d wholly put my (elf upon the preſent judgment & con- 
cience of the final gn and determination of the preſent mixed houſe of 

i | Commons, do here before youall freely & vyoluntary!y declace.] am willing 
in} todoe it, and1n teſtimony whereof I giyc it you under my han and leale, 
ref and defire you, that uponaFfthat this day,and upon W-4dneſdey laſt | traveiaid _ 
and - 


+ 
wo 


A Wy x 023) 
> anddeclaredto you, that you wou'd immediately conſuls amongſt youkeiye 
- 'ſclves, andgive your ſenſe and opinions as farre in ir as your preſent poweFs; me: 
- will inable you, and thereupon with all ſpeed make your report unto th{}1;- i 
Houſe, that ſo without aoy more delay, I may receiyc theirlong cxpetehnuct 
+. judgement and finall determination, and ſo leaye you, defiringthe Lord eqyher 
direc you, now at laſt to acquic your ſelves towards me and the kingdom ord 


like men of honeſtic and honour, x nd fo reſt yours in your faithfull ſerving o 
.the kingdome. 


' Tuelday this 26. 
* Offober, 16 47. I.hn Lilburne: 


Tcannot but acquaint the Reader,that a grand objection againſt me, wher- 
fore ſhould not have my liberty and juſtice, is becauſe, if I were at libercy, it 
is {aid I would goe down to the Army, an makenew hurly bulyes there;bur 
totake of this ungrounded fallacy, and taiſchood 1 proterred Lieve. Gem. 

Cromwell faceto face inthe Tower, the begining of September laſt, (that 1 was 
+ ſofarfrom intending to trouble eitherthe Armie, Parliament, or Kingdom) 
"t «pon that condition the houſe of (ommons Would forthwith doe me but areaſos F. 
- nableproportion of juſtice, | would imediately leave th: Kingdom, and voluntas 
FE; rily ingage not to come into it againe ſo long as the preſent troubles laſted, And for a 
-- prevention of any claſhing betyixt the preſent Lords and Commons abour 
--29c-1n regard he apprehended ic of extraordinary prejudice to the kingdom, 1 F,*.* 
© proferred him "ſo my Appeale might be adgudged by the Houſe of Commons, and the 
= bingdome« liberties ſecured for future againſt the Lords uſurpations, out of that af*.. | © 
© fettion [beare tothe peace and quietneſſe of my native (oun:ry, I would willingly 
' Weave all things concerning my particular individuall ſelfe (in reference to the preſent 
- Houſe of Peers illegal and tyrannicall dealing with me) till the next Parliament and 
© Sf that never came, { would never ſecks for reparations of them, nor from them, And 
1 had then divers very faire promiſes from him, bur I never injoyed from 
+ Him, che leaſt performance in the world, although my bufinefſe was moved 
 mnche houſe by Col. Henry artixthe next day ( being T »eſday) after my diſ- 
© courſe with L, G. Cromwell, but nothing was donein it, although L.G.(rom. 
S-vcll was then fitting in the Houſe, and although ir was 14. dayes before by 


 ſpeciall order of the Houle ordered tobe debated chat days the nzxe being 
 Tweſdty, Mr Murii9 moved, tt again,und {en ic was put of till Fridsy after, 
> upon which day Mr. Martin moyed it again , butit was pur of till 7w*/day, Þ 
> and upon. 7 ze/day it wasreported to the Houſ,Burfothing was don then in it, 
-- ſaving cocurne it backto the Committee, there to be delayed 15, monerhe 
- longer, and power given them to [earch for preſidents, forno other end as I c 
= 4 2 "og os 7 79 C( 


. % 


þ a + 3% « Fys* gp . . . — «1 
+ " EG & I q F © _# - , p.- > - 
. : F, - C 5 \ > l 
"= a" 1" "> P of. . : TS Pl lng - bo , - - 
Sn. hf . 4 3” o . p LAS SS 
F ig I - S/ = —_— In k 4; & Ju « 3 [ 


"RF 
a 8 Fe 


(23) 
Ubeiye, bot to ſee whether the Leras ininſtice to me,cexld not caſily be inſtificd by their 
Former inirftice to others, and ſo becauſe to ({cyerall men they have done injuſtices 
heir tyr anvicall, illegall dealings towards me muſt paſſe for geod av, and with 
euch adoe that day, my wife 1n the 2ftcrnoone got the Committee together, 
eybere Mr. Knightly (as | was inform d) plaid the learned Profter for the 
NL ords, and L. G Cromwell came nor very ſhort of him, for though it wereto 
OFrofle for him (e/pecially having b:en ſuch a grand Antagoniſt to the Loras) to 
lead down right for the Lords and their apparent incroachments upon the 
ommons rights. yet (as very good intii}igence tells me) he made a zealous 
d carneſt motion, © that becauſe the cauſe was ſo knot@ ard of fo great 
concernment, that they might get a company of Lau yers in their Houſe to 
bate it pro and cz although he himſelfe laſt yeare being one of my Com« 
itttee, and often times at it when | was before them, declared himſelf then 
free from ſcruples, (that by law the Lords had no juri{di&ion at all oyer 
ce inthe caſein controverſie) as Mr. Henry Martin did; but the wind being 
wehanged, and the Lords being now become his white boyes, he maſtbe--" 
me their faithfuil ſervant againſt his own intereſt (as a Commoner,) yea 
his conſcience; & the intere {t of al the Commons of Eng: of which whery : 
heard, my foule was in an agony and perplexity, that 1 ſhould be ſo dealt 
thby him,that originally broughe me into my contett with the Lords and : 
obut the other day had promiſed me tace to tace ſo fzirly. 
And looking upon this motion of his, as divelltſh and miſchievous a mo- 
nas ever was made againſt'me by any of my adyerſarics, (:or having wric 
, | bitterly againſt the Lawyers corcuptions as 1 had done, and eſpecially a- 
- hinit thoſe of the Houſe of Commons; tor pleading cauſes at interior bars, 
, kfore Judges of their own making, and (ſo out of teare. over awing thern,and 
4 reby as it were compeiling them to doe injuſtice for teare of looting their 
our, who arc able to turne them out of their places) Itherefore 1udged ir 
poſſible by ail the intereſt I had in the world; ( ia half ſeaven yeatcs) ro get 
1 fompany of Lawyets of the Houſe of Commons to come to a Commait- 
4 $0 dce me or my preſent cauſe a curtcefie, and this 1s all the good I haye re- 
- ſed by L. G-(romwelssſerious promiſes made to me inthe Tower, ſaving 
© $dcate amd boſome friend, and creature, ffowt and valiant Nathariell Fines, 
de, I willnotſay asthe mouch of L.G (r-wwell, as} amirom gocd 
ads cold, a moſt fiery, fierce, and bitter ſpeechagainſt mc, and my cauſe in 
.— ay of Commons. W herecupon, my pen and tongue hathrbeen | 
y free ſince in diſcovering L. G.(romwells Hocns Pocns dealing. with me : 
* the Kingdome, who appeares to be one of the notableſt Juglers, that 
r I was familiar wchih inthe kingdom, with freencfle giving no (mall di-- 
t to ſomc of my ncare fricnds,, who comming to (ce me, , fell upon mee 
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ſoundly 8 told me I would net only ando my (elfbut all that had any relati 
Uon wnto me, or familiarity with me, ar. d prrfled me to doe ſome thing tha 
was reaſonable and moderate to get my liberty, aſſuring me that if 1 woul, 
doc ſo and fo, bc knew 1 might have my liberty 8c, whereupon drew hin 
up theſc following lines which pleaſed him very well. 

_ *For my perticular in England were / at liberty, 1 could not live to folloy 
- any umployment, except Oathes or Tithes were abolifked,for either 7mul 
* follow my traid which heare | cannot doe without raking oathes, which 

* cannot take, orciſe L mutt live in che Country, and there | neicher can no 

* would pay Tyches, in which regard if I were at liberty 7 mult ot neceſſity g 

©beyond ſcas, and doe hereby promiſe thatupgn that condition the houl 

*of Commoas will paſſe therr judgement upon my proteſt againſtthz Lord 

* and my Appealctothem forjuſtice andprateRion, and evacuate and atini 

* hilate wy lentence, and immediatly helpe me t6 the 20001. the Lords ad 

judged me from my Starchamber 7udges, and give me burtin ready mnne' 


--> *onchalfc ofmy Arrers forthe whole being abour 6, or 700. 1, audited be 


*forecaCommitree of cheir own houſe, and 1 will imediately lay out my m{ 


- ey 1ncloath or other commodities, and if 1 cav pafle with them, 1 will farrh 


with leaye the Kingdome, to which 1 will promiſe without licence | will no 
rcturne for the ſpace of 12. moneths after the receipt of the money, and [ 


_ ſhall leavethis Parliament to the management of their own affairs among 


Pp! 


e my hand and ſcale this fixt ot Oftober, 1647, 
t 7obn Lilbarne. 
But in ſtead of obtaining my liberty, azc. hereby, as1 was confident! 


VeS, Wi 


F io made belieye | ſhould, this my own moderate & faite proffer ſeryed my 2 


yerfaries, to no other end bur to upbraid and calumniate me behind =y 
though made by their own procurement,and ro render me comempri 
manthat neither cared for England nor the liberties thereof, but me. 

only ſought for my money and my @wn cads, whoſe jugling dealing wit. 

| hall more largely in ſome matginall notes, &c. diſcover, when | print m 
lerterroſuttle Mr. «Ales the Agitator, which by Gods affiſtance ſhall ſpec 


”- dilyfollow; and then my Appeaic next co that, wherein | ſhall cry our alou: 
= -mucthe:, oppreſſion, and cruclry, to the whole kingdom, and with ron 
#. cryesprefic all that have honeſt, cngliſh hearts, vigaroully to prefſcrhe hou! 
;  - of Commons tojudge my Appeale, which ljudge is now hindred by th 
"gandees of the Army, who | may ſay are body and ſoule the Lords creature 
-  andasgreat lovers of tyranny, oppreſon, iujelitce,and diflimulation as the) 
- and fo}reſt, Fobw Lilburn that neither loves ba{encſſe, nor ſearcs greatnes, 


FINIS, 


